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he extemporised canons with the learned ; he 
played the tenor with quartet players, or com- 
bined the songs of ladies at a party in an effective 
pianoforte fantasia; — often making the two go 
together. The spectacle of such readiness as 
this is absolutely necessary from time to time to 
support the idea of genius which languishes 
under constantly prepared composition. The 
poetic fire struck out by collision in an unpre- 
meditated effort has magical power, and no mu- 
sical performance equals the effect of improvi- 
sation which is at once enthusiastic and regular. 

We cannot trust ourselves to speak of the 
memorv of the master which retained the stores 
of an ancient and modern library — and pursued 
a symphony or an opera on the instant through 
its minutest details. The elaborate concertos he 
has played in public give but a faint picture of 
his faculty of memory. No musician of the 
present century has equalled Mendelssohn in 
the variety and perfection of his personal en- 
dowments as an artist. This was the active prin- 
ciple of his influence on music, and rendered 
him in some sort the soul of the art. The respect 
inspired by such acquirements, by such devotion 
to an ideal, such intellectual power and modesty 
of demeanour, elevated the standard of music, 
and was a constant lesson to the young. " Who 
being dead yet speaketh" may certainly be 
affirmed of Mendelssohn during the present 
generation. What the futurity of music may be 
it were rash to predict ; the want of an idol will 
not, however, dispose our public hastily to adopt 
the vagaries of the so-called romantic school. 
We are secured against that, we trust, by a 
memorable example of fancy subservient to the 
strict canons of science. 

Mendelssohn's private virtues and friendly 
qualities are now but too well appreciated in 
England. He was an earnest lover of nature, 
and drew inspirations from her scenes. The 
Hebrides afforded him an overture, and probably 
the Mer de Glace at Chamouni, for in that soli- 
tude we found his name inscribed. From the 
excitement of perpetual applause, and the tumult 
of congratulation, we can now imagine how 
grateful to him must have been an occasional re- 
treat into the silent scenes of nature. Great suc- 
cess has its dangers ; and it appears that Men- 
delssohn, during his late summer residence at 
Interlachen, in Switzerland, had omens of his 
impending fate. The sudden decease of a sister, 
through an attack of paralysis of the brain, deeply 
affected him. He returned to Leipsic, and ex- 
pired on the 4th November of a similar attack. 
Both the brother and the sister shared the same 
happy endowments : and in this calamity for art 
we may, perhaps, recognise less an hereditary 
predisposition to disease, than the effect of con- 
stant excitement on the fine organisation of 
genius. 
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Walthamstow. — A Choral Society established at 
this place some twelve months since, for the weekly 
practice of the Church Music to be sung in the service 
at St. Mary's Church on each following Sunday, seems 
to be making very satisfactory progress. 

The Manchester Mechanics' Institute. — The 
Manchester Examiner, in noticing an excellent per- 
formance of the Creation which has been given by the 
members of the music classes belonging to this society, 
has the following paragraph : — " A pleasing feature of 
the evening was the spectacle of about twenty of the 
young members present, mostly scholars at the Sunday- 
school singing classes, with their bound copies of the 
oratorio before them, following the singers from line to 
line, and noting the vocal score, the better to impress 
it on their minds." This is not only a very pleasant 
manner of hearing an oratorio, but also highly in- 
structive ; and the cheap editions of the oratorios now 
in course of publication by Mr. Novello are of a con- 
venient size for the purpose. 

Worcester Harmonic Society. — This Society have 
just completed an organ which has been erected for 
their use in the City and County Library. A selection 
from the Creation, Israel in Egypt, and St. Paul, was 
performed on the occasion of its being opened. The 
Worcestershire Chronicle, in its notice of this occasion, 
speaks in praise of Mr. Done's playing, and also of the 
manner in which the singers executed Mendelssohn's 
beautiful chorus, "Happy and blest are they," from 
St. Paul. Concerts are announced for the 23rd and 
30th December. — Messrs. E. Rogers and W. Done, 
Conductors. 

Holsworthy. — A zealous correspondent has sent us 
an interesting account of Handel's Messiah having 
been sung here for the benefit of the National Schools. 
The details shew that perseverance and industry are 
sure of ultimate success, even with limited means and 
from a most humble beginning. 

Bradford. — Mr. Jackson's oratorio of The Deli- 
verance of Israel is announced to be given on the 28th 
December. This work has been twice received with 
great favor at Leeds during the last autumn. 

Nottingham. — We perceive by the Guardian, pub- 
lished in this town, that the Anacreontic Society are 
again offering a prize for the best glee ; but the com- 
petitors must be composers residing in the town or 
county of Nottingham. 

Hargreaves Society, Manchester. — As a mark 
of respect to the memory of Dr. Mendelssohn, this 
Society commenced their last concert with the beautiful 
chorale which is introduced with such exquisite effect 
in St. Paul, "To thee, O Lord, I yield my spirit," — and 

The Festival Choral Society in Birmingham, 
as a similar tribute to the lamented composer, sung his 
chorus, " Happy and blest are they who have endured, 
for though the body dies, the soul shall live for ever." 
The chorale and the chorus (which is from St. Paul) 
were performed at his funeral at Berlin. 



